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The cities of Belgium, drenched
"with blood for centuries, are the

of more sympathy . on the
part of the American public than
any other of the countries suffering
from the European War. As far
back as hlntory reads Belgium ha?
been tho battling ground of the
races

Before the dawn of authentic
history the legends of that hind
tell of battling between the tribes
of antiquity. Quartern.! ry man, too,
probably battled there for the su-

premacy. There is no doubt but tho
Celtic peoples coming Into West-
ern Europe fought on the plains of
Belgium with those who preceded
them.v

The first battle of the Aisne was
fought 2,000 years ago. The Alsne
River is a short distance south of
tho present boundary of Belgium,
but it formed the original southern
boundary, and it was across the
Aisne that Julius Caesar had to
cross to subdue the Belgians

In writing about his battles with
them Caesar said: "The bravest of
the Gauls are the Belgians" Only
after a terrific fight was Caesar able
to conquer these tierce people.
Caesar's main reason for lighting
the Belgians was to get at the Ger-

mans. Running north from the
Swiss Alps Is a low range of moun-
tains and hilis extending into the
plains of Belgium. These hills are
fine places for defending armies to
Intrench themselves. Only by pass-

ing to the north of the hills can an
Invading army meet the defenders

an equal terms.
These natural obstructions have

made little Belgium with its II.-3- 7

square miles the lighting
ground of the ages.

In spite of the frequent inva-

sions Belgium is the most densely
populated country in the world. Its
population is almost 8,000.000 peo-

ple. Crowded i" bu h small space
the people naturally cannot make
a living from the land. The living
is made chiefly in manufacture and
trade with other countries.

In the earlier days Belgium was
overrun by the migrating Teutonic
tribes. The Vandals, Franks and
other tribes of German peoples
forcing their way Into Western
Europe fought on the plains of Bel-glu- m

for a passage. They usually
crossed the land. The Vikings de-- 4

ended from Denmark. Norway
and Sweden and for several hun-

dred years ravaged the coasts. They
crossed Belgium to get at the peo-

ple further inland. In all that time
Belgium was known by various
names aud owed allegiance to vari-

ous kings. It has been united with
the Netherlands. It has been part
of France. Tho Austrian and Span-

ish Kings ruled over it. It was part
of Caesar's Empire 'and a part of
the Holy Roman Empire. For a
time its Princes paid fealty to the
Dines, but throughout all its his-

tory the Belgian people maintained
'heir Individuality in customs
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language. Above all else they have
maintained their reputation for
bravery and love of freedom Many
of the cities of the land have been
sacked repeatedly.

Take, for instance, the city of
.Maestrirht. In the 500 years be-

tween the year 900 and 1400 it was
besiencd. taken and plundered six
times. In tho war with Spain,
which lasted llfteen years, it wis
taken by the Spaniards, the Prince
of Orange, Prince Maurice, Fred-
erick Henry and sacked every' time
It was besieged four times in the
wars between Louis XIV and Wil-
liam III and In the Napoleonic
wars. Again it was taken during
the revolution of 18X0.

SING! I ITY SACKED
FIFTEEN TIMES

That makes fifteen sieges and
captures for Maestricht. The worst
siege probably was In 1579, when it
was captured after a .siege lusting
three and a half months. The cap-
tors pillaged the city and butchered
the Inhabitants Only 400 persons
survived of a city of .'.4.000 popula-
tion.

Brussels also has had a career
of destruction The destruction
caused by the movement of Ger-
man troops Is not nearly as serious
as the destruction caused by the
movemont of other troops.

Brussels was besieged In 10ir by
the French. In 1708 it surrendered

the Duke of Marlborough. Forty
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years later the French besieged It.
it has been said that no great

General in the history of the world,
witli tbv; exception f Hannibal and
Alexander the Qreat, missed tight-tu- g

a battlo on Belgian soil. Napo-
leon fought his final battle there.
That waa the greatest battle ever
fought on Belgian soil unless some
battles of this present war have

i v eeded it. The numbers then
were small compared with the num-
bers engaged In the present conflict,
but the Battle of Waterloo was of
more significance because it ruined
Napoleon and forever settled his
Career as the chief ruler of Europe.
Napoleon's army in that battle num-
bered 122,400 men. Wellington".
army numbered 105,000 men. Weil-
l!! Eton's army consisted of Eng-
lishmen. Hanoverians, Brunswlek-ers- .

Nasjauers, Germans and Dutch.
Blur her had 11S97 Prussians Al-
though outnumbered almost two to
one, Napoleon entered the tight with
confidence. He attacked Blucher at
Ldgny and forced him to fall back.

The street.-- ; of Ligny were filled
with dead and dying. Blucher re-
formed near Waterloo and Welling-
ton came up to bear the brunt of
the conflict. Napoleon's method of
fighting was to divide an army and
defeat the divisions in detail, Bluch-or'- s

masterly retreat saved his army
from annihilation! Napoleon was
unable to follow up his pursuit of
Bluiher because N llington was ad- -

vanclng and threatened hi- - flank.
He had to fight Wellington Hot. If
he could have defeated Wt llington
on that memorable day 100 years
ago next June 18, he could then
have turned his full force on Bluch-
er. Wellington had the advantage
of receiving Napoleon's attach lb
did ndl have to win a victory In a
hurry. Dolay was In his favor

it would give time for Bluch-?- r
to refrom and come up. Napoleon

Nad to win a decisive victory' Quit k- -

ly. Hurling his force again?) Wel-
lington he pushed the fight, but
Blucher Came to the rescue The
tide turned against Napoleon ar.1 he
fled to Paris, leaving his dead and
wounded on the Ib id to lie cared for
by the hospitable Be,M ms

Thal Belgium and Holland ate

separate countries is due probably to
the fact that Spain once forced her
rnlcrsblp over the land. The coun-

tries are very closely related and
there are no natural boundaries be-

tween them.
The Netherlands, of which Bel-glu-

was a part, permitted 'he
Spanish to rule over them until
Philip II became King of Spain. The
people of Antwerp. Amsterdam and
other seaports ohjei ted to bis Inter-f- .

rem e with trade. They were even
then a great commercial people.
War broke out Holland, now called
the Netherlands, was more success-
ful in resisting the Duke of Alva.
Spain's chief General. William of
'range cut the dikes and Hooded

the Duke of Alva out of the low-
lands, but the Spanish were more
successful in the highlands. A-
lthough the Belgian part of the
Nctbi il i' .1 aincil itv freedom. It
took longer, in in meantime the
people living under Spanish Influ-
ence became Catholic in religion,
while the Hollanders were for the
most part Protestants, In these duys
Protest ints and Catholics can live
in harmony together, but 100 years
ago the thing was Impossible.
BELC3I1 M t. !s in i;
PR I DOM FROM HOldLAND.

Napoleon annexed Belgium to
France, it remained a part of
France until Napoleon's downfall,
when the Kings of Europe united it
with Holland. The Belgians were
restive under Dutch rule. Differ

; mis
ences in religion were the chief
Cause of dissension. In 18:!0. when
Europe suffered from rebellmn
after rebellion, the Belgians also de-

manded independence.
Placards with red letters were

posted one night on the
street corners of Brussels defining
the following programme; "Mon-
day, fireworks; Tuesday, illumina-
tions; Wednesday, revolution.'' The
revolution came to pass as sched-
uled. The biggest light of that war
was in Brussels Itself The Bel-

gians were led by a wooden-legge- d

" General from Liege. His name is

Charller. He Is one of the national
heroes of Belgium. Charller had the
women mike dummies of straw.
These dummies were shoved above
the breastworks and the Dutch
would open fire- The dummies
would tall behind the breast v rk s

to be shoved up again. The Duti h

wasted their ammunition and at the
decisive time the Belgians rushed
to the attack.

Foui days the the Belgians and
Dutch fought in the streets. The
streets were tlilled with the dead
ami wounded befQre tltS Dutch
were finally driven out. Belgium
named her own King, and since
i hat time has been exceedingly
Jealous of her independence. Since
gaining her independence Belgium
has been at peace with tho world,
except with a few small uprisings,
until t lie present war.

By industry and skill the Belgians

VIKIN( j drawings at upper I

upper right and f

lower left and right, show
Norsemen, who overran j

L Belgium a thousand years
ago. At top, is Charle- - I

ma.vjie, who expelled them.
Center is Kaiser Wilhelm,
present invader of Belgium. I

Below is Julius Caesar, the J

first Invader recorded in his-tor- y.

At left of Charlemagne
is William of Orange. At
right i Duke nf Alva, who
was driven out by Orange.
Vt left of Wilhelm's picture,

is Duke of Wellington. At
right of Wilhelm's picture is

Napoleon. Lower right is

Blucher, who with Welling-
ton defeated Napoleon at

Waterloo. Lower left is

Duke of Marlborough, vie- - ,
L-to- r

at the Bottle of Blen- -
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have buUt up a country of great
w ealth. They are a manufacturin ,' H
people Mid thfdr factories turn out
products for sale In all lands. What

I

farming is done Is done intensively.
The farmers have only a few acres H
and these acres are made to yield
abundantly. Fertilization is car- -

rled on with the greatest care. Bel- - H
plum owns the most fertile lands in H.frl a The Congo State pays trlb- -

nte to Belgium.
Fnder the reign of Leopold the H

c'ongo was cruelly goerned. B H
was exploited for Leopold's private J

The stories of his cruelties In
the Congo astounded the world. H

bis death the Congo has been H
governed with nun h more con- - H
slderation. H

The greatest horrors of this pre?- - H
ent war In Belgium are due more H
lo the shut down of the factories H
than the horrors of war Itself. While H
many cities have been damaged, and H
while many cities have been forced J
to pay tribute to the Germans, yet H
lack Ol employment is at the bot- -

torn of the greatest distress. H
With the factories and ship yards

idle the commerce Belgium had
wiih the world is at a standstill. J
I leCS use the ir agricultural lands are H
small and the German soldiers have H
eaten their food, the people are H
starving. The atrocities against the H
Belgians by German soldiers have H

exaggerated, but the suffering H
because of lack of employment has H
not been exaggerated one bit. H

Belgian refugees have throncred
Holland. France ana England. Vet

are more left in Belgium who
cannot get away. H
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